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| The Press and 
| Marshall Aid 


TPHOSE who read several daily papers 
must have found it hard, or amusing, 


‘viceman 
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ote reads: “ Upon default in the prompt 
and full payment of any _ instalment 
of principal of or any interest on this pro- 


5 t Y 
lea to get a balanced view on the ending of 
re on the Marsha}l Aid. But contrasting the dif- 
equally ferent opinions with some relevant facts 
the reader may come to useful conclusions. 
te only if A few quotations may be helpful. 
solute DAILY HERALD: “M-Aid ends. How 
and 100R~ you did it” =f 
n of his “It is the direct result of rising produc- 
in attack tion in this country and the contrioution of 
his OWR 9) 4terling area countries of the Common- 
, plainly “Yealth to world supplies of essential raw 
war, am Matérials ... £53 for each family. | That is 
possible what we have had from the Americans. 
pec ‘BUT no reference is made to Malaya’s con- 
gth. fa tribution to the closing of Britain’s 
& UP “a , 4dollar-gap. The U.S. Foreign Commerce 
ipons ible J - Weekly (Nov. 6, p.14) stated: “ Malaya 
Lees = Is-expected to earn U.S. $265m. in 195v. 
gress be he UK is now earning less dollars (Cmd. 
ne 8065) than before the imposed and 
emai economically disastrous devaluation which 
a v the inflicts a yearly loss of £300m. (accord- 
tC odue img to Mr. Gaitskell) on Britain’s trade 
»P hare owing to the gap between export and 
to ‘I Import prices (the latter being now 18 
fuse ery Per cent. higher). This means a burden 
ad rere of £47 for each family in 1950 and 1951. 
n. 
ad Greit DAILY EXPRESS: “Independence at last” 
ter “The dole is dead... The whole world 
wll benefit from the ending of Marshall 
Aid. Anglo-American friendship is already 
secle is Secure. ror it will become a friendship 
cire ver €tween two proud and equal nations. Not 
Jian “8 between a pensioner and his pay-book.” 
tel in- BUT as to “ equality” and“ pay-book,” 
- solutio® the creditor-debtor relationship seems to 
@ overlooked. The Washington Lean 
he othet ; Breement (Cmd. 6708). dou 
e-savingt Titain certain definite obligations 
; synony- regarding her commercial policy—apart 
led upo™ rom a debt service ($120m. yearly) on 
» * gmite the $2,750m. loan. Further, conditions on 
rer to loans granted by the U.S. Export-Import 
-ontrary? Bank, under the M-Aid, show the deteri- 
imple oration of the debtor's “ business stand- 
ak to te inz” (Cmd. 7550, 8050). Promissory 
tive god |. notes had to be signed on the “dotted 
* passive | line,” for $324m. 

) The “ Letter of Notification” from the 
ride, ” administrator of the Aid begins with “My | 
sture; Dear Ambassador” and ends with “I 
proach would appreciate your indicating your 
wary acceptance by signing the enclosed copy 
That #9 of this letter.” Art. 5 of the Promissory 


Missory note the entire unpaid principal 
hereof and interest thereon to the date of 
Payment shall immediately become due | 
. 4nd be payable at the option of the 
spiral 2 4) holder . . .” 


PAILY WORKER: “ Paying for Marshall ” 


“Tt is because of the obligations which 
€ assumed as America’s most reliable 
Y that our sons are dying in Korea in a 
Eo? that serves no British interest and 
Which je becoming increasingly unpopular 
y * this country. 


NW, It is because of our dependence on 
ie C.8. (of which Marshall Aid was one 
i the expressions) that the Americans have 
Detered us to support the rearmament of 
_omeny .. .” 
2? Mr. W. Gallacher, Mr. P. Piratin and 
, Mr. D. N. Pritt voted for the Washington 
Loan (Hansard, Dec. 18, 1945, p.738). 


PPAILY GRAPHIC: . 
eR “On our own—$ control] tighter” 


The susnension of aid means that 

Gin must produce still more goods and 

Wapume less, because the need to export 

nee be more important than ever. It means 

Ay 1». %r dollar and gold reserves will grow 

P. We 1° slowly... But rearmament itself 

en be the main burden on Britain and the 

nt Cause of heavier taxes and fewer 
“Ods in the shops"... 


<7 * it is left to the reader to judge 
| hether this is good or bad for him. 
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“EWS CHRONICLE: “ Unaided ” 
} _ People have short memories .>~ When 
_cemocracies called on America nearly 
a. Years ago she did not fail them. Such 
fine Daw come again.” 
ly yt, 13 to be hoped that Mr. George C. 
a Depa all, now in charge of the U.S. War 
"Te artm 
ta, 
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ent, will never be asked for any 
aS8sis Nee.” 
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ure City Council have held a long 

1.,. 2 Whether Peace News is to be re- 

mw... m the city library following the 

4 - A full report will be published 
. : 


' PEACE 


NE 


The International Pacifist Weekly 


Only | remedy for 


U.N. 
CLIMB 


December 22, 1950 


mistakes in Korea 


SHOULD 


DOWN 


— says Far East authority 


“5 


VERY great mistake has been made in Korea and I cannot see how 


it can be remedied without some kind of climb-down being 
arranged,” said Col. Victor Purcell, PhD, to. the Cambridge branch of 


UNA last week. 


Talk of the “danger of Communism” just didn’t 


register in the East, he said, and described the Chinese intervention in 
Korea as a natural reaction to. UN policy. 


The importance of Dr. Purcell’s 
remarks lies in the fact that he is 
acknowledged one of the greatest 
living authorities on Far Eastern 


affairs of the present day (see 
footnote). 
Addressing the Cambridge UNA _ on 


“United Nations’ Action in the Far East 
through Asian Eyes,” he said: 

“We have put ourselves in such a 
position that only a climb-down, properly 
manoeuvred, can save the situation.” 
Earlier in his talk he had spoken of the 

changing attitude in Asia towards the 
Korean war as it progressed, and laid 
emphasis on the fact that the Asian view- 


point was generally very different from 
ours. 


‘NEARLY EVERY KNOWN BLUNDER” 


The Asians did not see the affair as begin- 


imposed upon] ning last June with the “alleged agegres- 
; sion 


, 


’ of the North Koreans, but as starting 
long before that, he said, and added: 


“My own opinion is that since 1945 
nearly every known blunder has been com- 
mitted by ourselves and the USA with 
regard to China.” 


Chinese intervention in Korea, he said. 
was not some sort of mystery but a per- 
fectly natural reaction following the 
United Nations policy. 

Asked how far. the Chinese People’s 
Government was subservient to Russia, he 
said nis own view was that it was not Mos- 
cow-dominated in any way and would not 
submit to being so. ~ 


Russia, he believed, had taken pains not 
to be associated with the conflict. 


‘*WRITE OFF INDO-CHINA” 


During his talk, Dr. Purcell described his 
recent travels to Burma, Siam. Indo-China, 
Singapore, Malaya, Indonesia, Bali, The 


‘We're proud to have the most up-to-date village in the country — the model village — 
thanks to our foresight after the last war.” 


Philippines, Hong Kong and India. A 
number of these he described as “ trouble 
spots.” 


After his visit to Saigon he came to 
the conclusion that “we might just as 
well write off Indo-China.” 

Last October Dr Purcell] had attended 
the Conference of the Institute of Pacific 
Relations in Lucknow, 


INDIA’S DOUBTS ON U.S. AID 


He said that while the American dele- 
gates had come to explain the terms on 
which aid might be given to Asian coun- 
tries, the strong Indian delegation concen- 
trated on the terms on which Asia might 
conceivably accept such aid. 


While they were acutely aware of the 
problems their poverty caused, they were 
not prepared to solve them at the ex- 
pense of their freedom from commit- 
ments to the Western bloc. 


The West, he said, looked at world 
politics in terms of a struggle between 
democracy and Communism. 


ASIA DOESN’T FEAR COMMUNISM 


In Asia, it was his experience that talk 
of the danger of Communism just didn’t 
“ register.” 


War between the two great power 
blocs was felt to be a far more present 
danger, 

These nations were intensely aware of 
their own nationalities, and were afraid of 
losing their independence, 

Religious and racial distinctions were in 
many ways far more immediate threats to 
internal security than Communism, 
although Communism was a complicating 
factor. (He mentioned, for example, the 
undigested Chinese mjnority in Siam, three 
millions strong.) 

In India, he added, Commynism had lost 
ground during the past two years, and was 


(Continued on back page) 
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| MPs RE-FORM 


PEACE GROUP 
Boyd Orr, Brailsford 


among advisers 
FORTY-FIVE MPs attended the 


first 
meeting called by the re-formed Par- 
liamentary Peace Aims Group in the 
House of Commons last week. 

The Group’s secretary, Mr. Victor Yates 
(Lab., Birmingham, Ladywood), told Peace 
News that they hope to put forward fresh 
proposals for the preservation of peace and 
the alteration of Britain’s foreign policy. 

“We are not a rebel group against the 
Government, but we do not approve of the 
Government’s acceptance of America’s 
views,” he has told the Press. 

Last week’s meeting of MPs was ad- 
dressed by Mr. H. N. Brailsford, one of the 
outside experts, among whom are Lérd 
Boyd Orr. called in to advise the Group 
which 20 MPs have joined. 

Chairman of the Group—which, says Mr. 
Julius Silverman (Lab., Birmingham, 
Erdington), “cannot be called pacifist ”— 
is Mr. Leslie Hale (Lab., Oldham West). 


SIXTEEN FAMOUS PEOPLE 
Want realistic peace effort 


A GROUP of well-known people in’ the 
4% artistic world published a letter in the 
| Times (Dee. 14) on the atom bomb. 


After saying that the signatories were 
not actively ¢oncerned in politics — and 
probably differed widely in their politieal 
opinions, the letter ran: 


“ We are all profoundly convinced that 
in no circumstances should our country 
associate itself with the use of atomic 
weapons against people who have not 
used them against us, and that, without 
sacrifice of our honour or security, our 
Government should take the lead in a new 
and realistic endeavour to resolve by 
mutual agreement the international con- 
flicts which now imperil the peace of the 
world and human eivilisation itself 7” 


It was signed by Leslie Banks (actor and 
producer); Sir Arnold Bax (composer); 
Sir Adrian Boult (conductor); Benjamin 
Britten (composer and a Sponsor of the 
Peace Pledge Union); Sir Lewis Casson 
(actor); E. M. Forster (novelist); Chris- 
topher Fry (dramatist and World War II 
CO); Laurence Housman (poet, author and 
PPU Sponsor); Leslie Hurry (decor and 
costume designer); Augustus John 
(painter); Roger Livesey (actor); Compton 
Mackenzie (novelist); Miles Malleson 
(dramatist); Henry Moore (sculptor); Vie- 
tor Pasmore (artist) and Dame Sybil 
Thorndike (actress and PPU Sponsor). 
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A GIRL’S 
CROSS -ROADS 


N the opposite page we 

reproduce a drawing from 
Punch which appeared immediately 
after the 1918 Armistice. 


It is a joke about a pessimist, that 
is, a man who in the midst of the re- 
joicings at the end of the war, said 
the next war would be worse. For 
the war to end war had been won, 

and to talk about another war, let 
alone a worse one, was obviously 
funny, 


It may be said that this joke, unlike 
some others, was not immortal, for soon 
after its publication it fell flat, never to 
rise again. Yet in a sense we may grant it 
immortality; for after its death it did rise 
again in another form, as we all hope to do. 


Let us therefore explain it, in case there 
are any Scots among our readers. 


»¥ 


It re-appears today as a joke against 
itself. it ig not a very nice one, and hardly 
merits roars of laughter. But we now see 
the point of it, which its author couldn’t 
see. Today we know that the man who was 
ve laughed at as a pessimist was a realistic 

j prophet; and what was invented by an 
artists as an example of obvious nonsense 
was really the first correct picture of the 
war’s inevitable aftermath. 


That drawing was not the only uncon- 
gcious prophecy in this 32-year-old issue 
of Punch, There are other pictures which 
help to explain the realism of that pessi- 
mist. Notably, there is a special «dcuble- 
page cartoon by Bernard Partridge, en- 
titled ‘ Victory !” 


This shows a figure in full armour, 
apparently female, riding on a horse, held- 
ing up a sheathed sword, and with her 
mouth open, presumably in song. ‘“‘n the 
ground, holding on to the saddle-bow of 
her militant companion, walks Peace, very 
obviously. a foot-slogging subordinate and 
fellow-traveller, not to say an also-ran. 

The two ladies, the leader and the led, 


are emerging through a kind of triumphal! The birth of this child is in one view a 


arch hung with the shields of our Allies, 
some of which, our pessimist may have 
guessed, would be enemies next time. 


- 


We can, as Shakespeare’s Jaques might 
say, suck morals out of these pictures as a 
weasel sucks eggs. 


First, let us note some conspicuous omis-| But in another view the birth of this Boy 


sions from the Victory tableau. The ladies, 
we said, are emerging through an arch, and 
are still travelling. But there are no sign- 
‘ posts nor anything to indicate that either 
of them are wondering, ‘“* Where do we go 
from here?” 
_ We know now where they did go. With- 
out looking for any alternative routes they 
went straight on to the next war. And we 
know why; the picture even tells us. 
For it shows Peace hanging on to the 


HE declaration by President 


Truman of a state of emer- 
gency in the United States shows 
clearly enough the interpretation 
which one of the two leading world 
Powers places on the international 
situation, 

Unless there is soon some better news 
from Peking the position may become fully 


as serious as at any time since the end of 
thé war. 


Still some hope 

At™ Lake Success the Chinese Communists 
have rejected the proposal for an un- 

conditional cease-fire in Korea, and General 

Wu has declined to discuss a settlement of 

the war except on the basis of the elimina- 


tion of United Nations troops from the 
peninsula, leaving North Korean troops 
and their Chinese “ volunteer” coadjutors 
in charge. 


Up to the time of writing, therefore, the 
hint in the Truman-Attlee statement of 
Dec. 8, of readiness for a settlement in 
Korea on terms that could be acceptable 
to both sides has not been taken up in 
Peking. 

But the door is not yet closed, and some 
other words of General Wu have seemed 
to justify hopes that a more conciliatory 
attitude could be expected from Peking in 
certain circumstances. 


How should WE feel? 


"INHE effect in Moscow of the American 
declaration of a state of emergency 
can be visualised by trying to imagine 
what Washington and London would be 
feeling now if Stalin had announced general 
mobilisation of the Soviet armies. 
America is pulling out all her big stops, 
bracing herself for a supreme effort of 
assertion. From now on, whether or not 
Mr, Acheson remains as Secretary of 
State, Mr. Truman will be less able to deal 
with the dangerous tensions in American 
public opinion. 
That he has taken this step may indicate 


Commentary 


By JOHN FRIEND 


thereby to control, the lLelligerent tendency 
in the popular mind: to ride the whirlwind 
of popular excitement and anxiety and 
hope to reach safety on its back. But he 
may well find that he cannot arrest the 
onward sweep of events. 


The danger of face-saving 


JF China, through General Wu, has said 

her final say, and there is to be no 
admission of the possibility of a com- 
promise by negotiation over Korea, the 
situation is indeed grave. Recent history 
has shown only too clearly that an all-out 
effort to arrest the drift to war may be 
followed, if overtures fail, by an accelera- 
tion of the drift. 

If China can be persuaded by Indian and 
other moderating influences to assent to 
basis of penee talks different from 
that which General Wu has outlined, then 
there is hope, and the Truman-Attlee talks 
may be remembered as having opened the 
way to a seftlement which saved the face 
of all patries and embodied no injustices. 

If, on the other hand, China remains 
adamant, refuses all offers to negotiate 
except on the basis of the evacuation of all 
United Nations forces, and then proceeds to 
drive south over the Parallel as deter- 
minedly as Generea!l MacArthur drove 
north over it a few weeks ago, the Attlee- 
Truman talks will have led to a position 
of grave humiliation for the West, with 
the danger of acceptance by them of the 
traditional means of retrieving self-respect 
—-war. 


Resentment ad infinitum 


AT this grave juncture it might be in- 
= appropriate to enter into a _ too 
rigorous exposition of the weaknesses in- 
herent in the conduct of international 
affairs by the use, or the threat, of un- 
limited violence. 

A pacifist government of the United 
States or Soviet Russia or Great Britain 
will not arrive today or tomorrow, and 
until it does the responsibility for world 


some 


that he is trying to countenance, and 


CHRISTMAS: THE CONTRAST 


By The Rev. Lewis Maclachlan 


Editor 
The Dayspring from on high hath visited 


us 

To give light to them that sit in darkness 
And in the shadow of death; 

To guide our feet into the way of peace. 
T is clear that the author of this 

story of our Lord’s nativity in- 
tended to present the reader with 
an arresting contrast. 

He is not concerned to teach us history, or 
geography, and perhaps not even theo- 
logy, but he uses a detightful and poetic 
imagery to press upon our observation a 
very striking difference between two 
aspects of life. 
matter of indifference. Polite society 

could hardly have cared less. ‘here was 

no room for Him, except in the most 
humiiating makeshift. The pious care of 

a later generation has not succeeded in 

rescuing the event, trom some obscurity 

aus regards both time and place. ‘Yo a 

busy and excited world these were 

trivialities of no importance. 


is an event so momentous in its cosmic 
significance that it can only be described 
in raptuous and exalted speech. , 
The great world is oblivious to what is 
happening, buc the angelic hosts proclaim 
tne virth of a new era in praise that 
bursts the bounds of heaven and reveals | 
its message to the simple taith of com- 


mon men. 


saddle-bow of Arms, and we know that she | This contrast between two worlds, or two 


never let go. 


* 


Perhaps we shouldn’t blame her. She 
was young then, and she couldn’t have 
known there were other routes, and that she 
was really standing at A  Girl’s Cross- 
Roads. She couldn’t see herself as The 
Girl Who Took the Wrong Turning. 

Even the nicest girls get into bad com- 
pany sometimes through sheer ignorance. 

_ But she ought to know better now. Jt is 
time she learnt that Arms can never lead 
anywhere but to war, and that until she 
parts company with that undesirable fellow- 
traveller she will never get safely home. 


* 

| 

We: look forward, therefore, to another 
Punch cartoon in the near future. 

‘It will show the same two ladies, but in 
a less co-operative relationship. This time 
Peace will be dismissing her companion for 
good, on the grounds that she can get along 
better without her. 

We do not insist on any particular tone 
to the conversation. We do not mind 

whether Peace breaks the news gently that 
the best of friends must part, or tells Arms 
briefly to ‘op it. As Arms has neither 


matter. We do not even mind if she tells 
‘Arms curtly to go to that place where she 
so obviously belongs. 

All we ask is that she makes it quite 
clear that there never can be room for them 
both on the same road. 


aspects of the same world, is an essen- 
tial feature of the Christmas message. 

It calls attention to a sharp distinction 
between the realm of the self-important 
and spectacular in which anything very 
big is impressive, and loud noises are 
received as evidence of power, where pos- 
session and privilege are honoured as 
true worth, and destruction more admired 
than creation; and on the other hand the 
realm of gentle silences, where truth and 
beauty make their meek, unpopular 
appeal, where power belongs to piety and 
love and mercy are the only virtues. 

There is another contrast'in this Christmas 
message. It is that between the dismal 
fears and forbodings of the world of 
affairs and the holy joy of the heavenly 
proclamation. 

For all its boastful confidence, the realm of 
material might is filled with gloom. The 
uncertain security which it offers to 
humanity must be insured by cruel sacri- 
fices. In its distorted view life is a harsh 
and merciless experience in which want 
and bondage are the appointed lot of man, 

‘Tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
peoples”? is to this dark philosophy a 
dangerous falsehood, a superficial opti- 
mism tvo good to be true. 


* 


manners nor ‘intelligence it doesn’t seem to} This materialistic age, which has consigned 


Christmag to the nursery and substituted 
in society a festival of self-indulgence 
balanced by a heavy charity which is the 
reverse of all Jesus stood for, is essen- 
tially sad. 

Its prosperity can be enjoyed by few at the 


of Reconciliation 


cost of adversity for many. Its most 
constructive policies are built upon the 
threat of violence. Its gloom can only be 
relieved by pleasures snatched at the ex- 
pense of pain. 

The Christmas proclamation defies this 
worldly misery. It confronts the sorrow 
and the sin of man with glorious possi- 
bilities and assured hopes. 

It does not fight madly to preserve the 
glorious pageant of decay in the autumn 
of a dying age, but it heralds the dawn 
of a new era in which—" the wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb . .. because a little 
child shall lead them.” 


SANTA CLAUS, FIFTH COLUMNIST 


J disliked him from the start, his appear- 

ance was fantastic. His face needed 
tidying; that jungle of ‘beard was loath- 
some; a lawn mower seemed suggested. 
Also, his goofy smile annoyed me; a wide 
smile, that split his map in two, and caused 
the aforesaid jungle to protrude at the 
sides. 

He was dressed in screaming red. A 
Communist, of course, which was confirmed 
when, in his opening words, he spoke of 
Peace. He had a deep, rollicking voice, 
which I found offensive. Well-bred people 
modulate their tones. 

“T have come,” he boomed, “as the mes- 
senger of, Love, Joy, and Peace.” 

“Indeed,” 1 responded icity. “If, as I 
surmise, you are Santa Claus, permit me 
to inform you that you are a back number. 
As for Love, Joy, and Peace, they don’t 
meet present needs; what we want is—” 

“ Hate, Misery, and War,” he completed. 
“Tf you don’t want Love, Joy, and Peace, 
then those are their opposites.” 

_ “ Nonsense,” I retorted. “What we want 
is Justice and Freedom, with men and guns 
to enforce them. The best sermon you can 
preach to evil-doers is through the muzzle 


of a gun, Any other course is weakness 
and cowardice, and ends in ruin. We 
should have, as a national motto, “Be 


Tough.” We have had enough of your silly 
slop of goodwill and generosity. They cut 
no ice. 

That hurt him, as I had hoped. He was 
silent. I resumed: 

“ When confronted with enemies like 
curs, no man, with a grain of grit in him, 
sits back with folded hands; he comforts his 
foe with the most potent weapon he can 
devise. He defeats and destroys that foe, 
and the world is sweeter and cleaner for 
his action.” 

My visitor wilted. » He seemed to have 
grown smaller somehow. 

“ However,” I continued, “ War need not 
come. Our growing military strength will 
prevent it. So begone with your saccharine 
sentimentality, and don’t come back ’til 
you’re wanted.” 

He ceased shrinking then. He stood 
up. His head was held high. Despite the 
grotesque dress, there was something of 
dignity in that quaint figure. Honesty 
compels me to admit that he was almost 
kingly. 

“Very well,” he said. 
wanted, I'll go. 
pleads. 


; “Tf I’m not 
Love does not insist, it 
Your remedy for hatred is, more 


statesmen with many of whose processes 
of thought we must profoundly disagree. 
Nevertheless it must be said that one of 
the major absurdities inherent in the use 
of the war method is that, while every 
nation expects to get its own way by the 


successful use or show of force, no nation 4 


can ever contemplate the possibility of 
sitting down under a major rebuff. 

Yet there are two sides to every Waly 
whether it be a “cold” or a “hot” wat 
one must win and the other lose. So every 
“settlement ” of a question by the use OF — 
threat of force leads to incurable resent- 


ment on the part of one of the parties, — 


which in its turn is likely to lead to 4 
further outbreak ot violence. ‘ 

Where one of the parties is, as in Koreas 
not a nation but the United Nations, the 
effect of defeat or humiliation upon it ® 
likely to be at least as violent as in thé 
ease of a defeated nation, and probably 
more violent, 


Atomic agreement would help 
are thus watching the unfolding. of 


WE 
¥ a highly perilous situation in wht 
the chances of peace seem to rest on the 
decisions of, not our own Government, DF 
the Government of China. a 
Mr. Attiee, by going to Washington, nas 
made use of what opportunities of initiative” 
he could see open tc him, and has secure” 
agreement with America on a quite new 
basis for proceeding in Korea—the ads 
mission that &@ negotiated peace, insteae 0 
peace dictated on United Nations terms 


On” an 
could be Britain if it 


If it is not accepted the position is nd ¢ 
than if the journey to Washington 
never been made, > 

There is, however, one further initiative 
which the Western Powers could take: 
they will. They could widen their offe : 
of negotiations to include an issue whit? — 
far transcends in importance the tra i 
dispute in Korea. They could offer ®, 
negotiate with all the Great Powers 
agreement to abandon atomic and hydroge" 
bombs and to seek a new basis for ™ 
international control of atomic enethy: 
The mention of that tremendous su ject 
would bring Russia into the picture 4 
once: and with atomic agreement aheaes 
the Korean problem could be soled. C4! 
we hope that, even at this late hour, thé 
Government of this country, taking ™ 
courage in both hands, could lead that Ww 
at last? 


The nemesis of false “ security,” 


MPHE possession by the United States, ° 

terrible weapons of mass destruct! 
has not enhanced the security of # 7 
Western peoples. On the contrary, it hae 
brougnt them to one of the most danerou® 
places in their history. the 


=— 


The shadow of HE 
atom bomb has for the past tive yeal 
darkened international confidence and con- 
tributed to the wrecking of many chance 
of East-West reconciliation. 


hatred. Your cure for violence is. i 
limited violence. To abolish your pale 
fears, you propose to inspire greater on 
As well might you try to extinguish 3 
with oil. 

“Lord Grey, a British Foreign Sech 
tary, once said, ‘Great armaments lead 
evitably to war.’ But you, blinded You 
fear and prejudice, cannot see that. ar) 
say that when faced by an enemy, 4 er 
dare not sit with folded hands. Can yOu 
poor sick mind conceive what might itt 
pen if you advanced on your enemy W 
outstretched arms ?” 

He was gone. I know, of course: 
his tirade was aimed at sabotaging our 
effort. He had snow on his boot, ~~ 
which suggests Russia. . nis fl 

Yet, somehow, the friendly fire Moog 
eyes, stirred me strangely. For a mome bi 
I seemed to see things in a new way, almo 
to glimpse a vision of great possibilill® 
I wish I could shake off this growine 
uneasiness, and hate Stalin as heartil¥ 
it is the duty of every right-minded ma? 


hate. b 
TOM SULLIVAN 


tom 


“as 
to 


ene 


Thanks for the Present 
PAST 


a 
manner, J 
We printed 13,750 of our Xmas num 
This is our highest figure for over font 
years, and it is half as many ag#ie 
the beginning of the year. rind 
_ From the end of the war until last Binet 
circulation declined like leaf in fall. ost of 
then it has risen steadily like the CO™ tue 
living. You are not responsible for 
cost of living, but our circulation dé 
on your individual efforts. . 

This 13,750 is not our regular sale by 
means, but it shows what those in 

efforts can do when they get ore 
Happy 


and give us reasonable hopes for W 

have the honour to wish you—® } 

New Year. THE EDITOR | 
6 143. 


week we celebrated Christm ; 
fitting, not to say uproar — 


Contributions since Dec. 8: £7 
Total for 1950: £2,295 10s. 7d. 


Please make cheques, 
Peace News Litd., and 
Vera Brittain, Treasure’, 
$ Blackstock Road, N.4. 
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, WORLD NEWS 
| Swiss peace manifesto 


‘ 
veuples bg ’ “STAY NEUTRAL” 
processes 
lisagree. * I tHE Committee of Determined Peace 
at Ona Organisations, which comprises the 
n s 


Swiss peace movements including the Swiss 


iile | every branch of the International Voluntary Ser- 


by the : 4 : : 
a  atial Vice for Peace, has issued a manifesto dis- 
ibility of cussing the role of peace movements in the 


f present international situation and outlining 


very Wal § what Swiss policy should be. 
a oan” At present UNO is paralysed, it says, 
he use or 4nd the principles contained in its Charter 
le resent- are disregarded in the West as well as the 
e parties East. The peace societies welcome whole- 
ead to 4 heartedly attempts made to solve conflicts 
oe On the basis of international law by com- 
In hoe pulsory arbitration and to set up an inter- 
io is | ational police force to implement UNO 
hs in the resolutions. 
probably The peace organisations pledge them- 
y Selves to resist any tendency to limit 
UNO to a group of nations, to abuse it 
lp in the interests of one bloc or regime or 
or , f to violate or discredit it. 
olding of | ets : pai. 
in which © The limitation of national sovereignty is 
st on the the only way by which UNO can be made 
ment, but to work and by which international control 
} of atom bombs can be effected. 
gton, h8 A world-conference should be called for 
initial’ — Immediate, total disarmament, and the 
5 sec beace societies stand for the introduction of 
uite sa Voluntary service for peace as an alterna- 
the a tive to military service. 
ns\ ero A new agreement between East and West 
ain and Should be signed allowing for the right of 
and if it Reoples to self-determination, the liberation 
mewhere * of all colonies, a new method of determin. 
is worse ing frontiers, the abolition of the policy of 
rton hi dismantling non-war industry factories and 
Tecognising personal freedom and_ social) 
initiative Security as essential to peace. 
takes a Switzerland should help to implement this 
eir offer y actively co-operating in world organisa- 
xe whit tions while remaining neutral towards the 
e tram two blocs. Above all, Switzerland must try 
offer an Maintain good economic, political and 
Melati cultural relations with both groups. 
ae the —WRI News Service 
energy 
ect 
st) New Zealand call for 
t ahead. ° K 
Cal cease fire in Korea 
nour, the ee , : 
kine it ‘THE New Zealand Christian Pacifist is 
-hat way circulating its readers with a New Zea- 
lang National Peace Council appeal on 
” Korea. It calls for signatures to three lines 
y i of action: 
states © lA F di : Wane 
-trnetion - An immediate cease fire in Korea, 
struc th both sides to stay in positions held at 
108 has the time of the cease-fire. 
ingerous 2. Allow the rightful representatives of 
w of the China to take their seats in the United 
re year? Nations and thus facilitate the full 
and cot representation of all member nations, 
chance 3. United Nations, thus strengthened, to 
{ send to Korea a mediator to bring 
— representatives of North and South 
Korea to the conference table; media- 
tion to be on the basis that Korea, free 
from external coercion, is entitled to 
, ul the right of self-determination as laid 
r paltt? Swn in the Atlantic and United 
ter feah Nations Charters. 
sh a fir The leaflet containing the appeal points 
out the constituents of the New Zealand 
secrt | National Peace Council: “It is true that we 
lead th ave Communists in our movement,” says 
led You Find Monteith, the National Secretary; 
at. +». We do not ask the politics of those 


Who join us ... we will accept everyone 


an and anyone as members who are prepared 
cht to take part actively in the peace move- 
my ment ... we believe that we have found a 


common denominator on which all of us, 


irrespective of differences, can make com 
Mon cause. 


: eee 
_“We want A-bomb used” 


Four major United States ex-Service- 
)Man’s organisations have written to Mr. 
~fruman urging him to give General Mac- 
Arthur full authority to use any means to 
Save United States troops in Korea, in- 
Cluding the bombing of supply bases in 
' “lanchuria. They said United States 
~ Soldiers must not be abandoned to disaster 
for the sake of appeasement. The text 


nt ia the letter was sent to General Mac- 
tmas be ie) toe, in the hope that he would pass it on 
, 8 troops. 
roa Be) is 
ber If UN against corporal punishment 

er four q _ By 55 votes to none, with two absten- 
nb a eae the United Nations General As- 
in 3 y ) €mbly has decided to recommend imme- 


diate steps for the abolition of corporal 
/Sunishment in all trust territories. Bel- 
Um and South Africa were the two 


abstentions, 


 Conseription held up * 


mene, Australian Socialist Party used its 
Ajority in the Senate recently to hold 
; Or three months the Australian 
yy 4 2Yernment’s Bill to conscript 18-year-olds 
)* military training. 

ne 


Said in the Lords ... 
November 29 


py Archbishop of York: . .. None of us 

ere minds very much being called a 

f reactionary, for we understand that it is 

Baa an old-fashioned rhetorical device 

nes .>y a speaker to reassure himself 

MS Own propressiveness and to cover 
Argument that he knows is weak. 


Britain advised against 


MacArthur advance 


By our Parliamentary Correspondent 
R. ATTLEE’S promised fuller statement opened the Commons 


debate on Thursday of last 


Dealing with the situation in 
Korea, he told the House that it 
would be a mistake to over-emphasise 
the differences between the outlook 
of the U.S. Government and our own. 


On Formosa, admittedly an outstanding 
point of difficulty, he and President Truman 
were agreed that consideration of the 
question by the United Nations would be 
helpful. 


“Satisfactory ” ? 


The assurances that he had received 
from the President about the atom bomb, 
he regarded as perfectly satisfactory. The 
first step must be to bring the fighting in 
the Far East to a «lose, and he hoped 
China would respond to the appeal of the 
Asian countries. > 


He spoke of the need for a rapid in- 
crease in Western defence, and ended by 
saying that close co-operation between 
Britain and America was vital tu world 
peace, 


Mr. Churchill, who followed, was not 
satisfied about assurances on the use of 
the atom bomb. He said no guarantees 
about consultation on its use had been 
given, 


The same point was made by _ the 
Marquis of Salisbury in the Lords, where 
a Foreign Affairs debate was taking place 
simultaneously with that in the Commons. 


Britain depends on the East 


The debate was resumed after the 
stormy scene which followed Mr. Churchill's 
reference to steel nationalisation. 


Mr. Stanley Evans (Labour) pointed 
out that we were economically dependant 
on the Far East, and foretold mass un- 
employment—“ a museum-piece like 
Vienna was between the wars” unless 
the situation could be righted. 


The Liberal leader’s main contribution 
to the debate was a clear statement of his 
party’s support for the admission of China 
to the UN. He wanted a meeting between 
the leaders of Britain, France, America 
and Russia as soon as possible, 


When Mr. Hewitson, the next Labour 
speaker, spoke of the need to re-arm Ger- 
many, Mr. Emrys Hughes _interjected— 
“ Against their will?’ and Mr. Hewitson 
admitted that consent must be gained. 


Danger of a rearmed Germany 


A remarkable speech by Mr. 
(Labour) followed. 


He said that to re-arm Germany was 
a step of the gravest and most deadly 
nature. It would bring Korea _ into 
Europe and Russia would strike in 
Europe long before the re-armament 
was complete. 


China had given full warning before 
striking, and he believed that Russia was 
now doing the same thing. The result of 
this might be that Europe’ would 
fall completely under Russian domination. 


Then we would have only one effective 
reply—the atom bomb—which would 
mean that Europe would be completely 
devastated. 


A fine and balanced speech was made by 
John Paton—known to many readers as the 
former Secretary of the Council for the 
Abolition of the Death Penalty. 


He said that although we had provoked 
China by our advance towards the Yalu 
River, this did not condone her action. 
But it was indisputable that by all rights 
of justice she was entitled to Formosa and 
to a seat on the United Nations. 

At question time, as had probably been 
expected, reference was made to the recent 
speech by Mr. Stokes in connection with 
China’s action. 


It was significant that the quotation of 


Rankin 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, December 20, 1940 


The following definitions have been 
brought to our attention. 


Socialism: If you have two cows, you give 
one to your neighbour. 


Communism: If you have two cows, you 
give them to the Government and the 
Government then gives you some milk. 


Fascism: If you have two cows, you keep 
the cows and give the milk to the Govern- 
ment; then the Government sells you 
some milk, 


New Dealism: If you have two cows, you 
shoot one and milk the other; then you 
pour the milk down the drain. 


Nazism: If you have two cows, the Govern- 
ment shoots you and keens the cows. 
Capitalism: If you have two cows, you sell 

one and buy a bull. 
Entries are invited for a competition— 


without prizes !—for the best definition on 
these lines of Pacifism. 


week. 


the speech was followed by cheers from 
some Labour Members. 


Mr. Renton, who raised the matter, made 
a reference to another recent speech, by 
which he obviously meant Mr. Gaitskell’s, 
which, though made by a Minister, was out 
of line with Government policy. 


America ignored Britain’s advice 


The speech with which Mr. Bevin ended 
the debate impressed the House consider- 
ably more than his opening speech a fort- 
night ago. 

But it came as a shock to the House 
to hear that the British Government had 
advised against General MacArthur’s 
offensive and that this advice had been 
ignored. 


Mr. Bevin said he was not complaining, 
but the admission must have reinforced 
doubts as to whether our views on the use 
of the atom bomb might also be passed 
over. 

In the House of Lords, Lord Samuel’s 
speech, with its bold statement that had 
the People’s Government or China been 
given a seat on the United Nations, the 
war in Korea might not have occurred, 
must have been very welcome to peace- 
lovers in the Liberal Party ali over the 
country as well as in the House. 


Parliament has now adjourned until Jan. 
23, for the Christmas recess. 


First step to World | 


Government 


rPHE World Campaign for a Peoples’ 
~- World Convention aims at a practical 
objective which is equally acceptable to 
the Communist as “well as the non- 
Comunist countries without prejudice to 
either side. 


The Consultative Asembly of the PWC 
will be opened at Geneva on Dec. 30 by 
Henry Usborne, MP, and Lord Boyd Orr 
will act as President of Honour. 


Plans for world campaign 


The assembly is to draft a Constitution 
for World Governmeni and a number of 
resolutions will be laid before it. One of 
them reads: 


“This Asembly recognises that world- 
wide popular support is essential for the 
success of PWC. It therefore recommends 
the organisation of a world campaign, 
lasting three years, for 1,000 million sig- 
natures under a ‘Demand for a Peoples’ 
World Assembly directly elected by the 
people of the world.’ This campaign to be 
co-ordinated with parliamentary action for 
such elections.” 


All peoples interested in World Govern- 
ment and convinced that PWC is the surest 
way to obtain it have ben invited to 
Geneva, and the organising Committee 
reports that the response has been mapgni- 
ficent, 


The first “Parliament of Man” 


The Geneva Secretariat has issued a call 
to those unable to go to Geneva to organise 
solidarity meetings on the day .of the 
opening (Dec. 30) of the Peoples’ World 
Convention. 

Individuals and groups are asked to ar- 
range public meetings, lectures, concerts, 
national and local broadcasts and Press 
publicity to stress the ——-- eee 


WELL BOWLED, SIR! 


“Just as the Churches of the world 
dodge and twist in face of an ultimate- 
ly inevitable decision that Christ’s fol- 
lowers should refuse to take part in 


war, so that other august body, the 
MCC, wriggles and shrugs in face of an 
equally unavoidable fact—that profes- 
sionals must captain England.” 


—Leary Constantine, “ Cricket 


Crackers .” (Published by 
Stanley Paul, 16s.). 


HOME NEWS 


YORK PACIFISTS ADDRESS 
YOUTH GROUPS 


WitH a view to the closer co-operation 

of the various sections of the pacifist 
movement and more effective work for 
peace, members of the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, Friends’ Peace Committee and 
Peace Pledge Union in York have been hold- 
ing joint meetings. 


These mectings have resulted in the 
formation of the York Peace Fellowship, 
the Chairman of which is the Rev. L. 
Temple Jarvis, MA BSc. 


Those who have been present at the 
several meetings held since the Fellowship 
was formed have been inspired and en- 
couraged, and attendances are increasing. 


As a result of letters sent to Youth 
Groups, seven invitations have been re- 
ceived to put the case for pacifism. 


At a recent well-attended public meeting, 
Miss Sybil Morrison spoke on “The Alterna- 
tive to the Atom Bomb,” and Mrs. Doris 
Cole of Sheffield outlined the “ Christian 
Aspect of Peace.” 


Eighty join PPU 
in November 


FIIGHTY people joined the Peace Pledge 

4 Union last month compared with 18 
in November last year—an increase of 
more than 400 per cent. 


Eight of these new members live in Ber- 
mondsey, where the PPU group has just 
been revived. New groups have been 
started at Okehampton (Devon) and Wade- 
bridge (Cornwall) and efforts are being 
made to form PPU groups at, Wimbledon, 
Mill Hill, Dagenham and Hounslow. 


Members living in the above mentioned 
localities are urged to write for details to 
Sybil Morrison, Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


‘‘AN HONEST PARSON” 


MPPHE Rev. A. J. Buckley, who wrote in his 
. parish magazine that Commemora- 
tion Sunday was an_ opportunity for 
“showing off,” has received a number of 
letters supporting him. 


Dorothy Oxenburgh, in a letter to the 
Kentish Mercury, summarises the opinion 
of many correspondents. She wrote: “I 
wholeheartedly agree with the Rev. A. J. 
Buckley’s views on Armistice Day. He 
states publicly what many/of us think and 
say privately, and he is to be honoured as 
a brave and honest man.” 


“T’'m glad ... that Greenwich has a par- 
son with the courage of his convictions,” 
wrote Gladys Ripley, ‘ That is the Church’s 
job. For that very thing parsons were 
put in concentration camps in Nazi Ger- 
many, and are silenced in Communist 
Russia. We honour them but some people 
still want our parsons to be the ‘yesmen ’ 
of the State,” * 


importance of this date 
when “the foundation 
of the Parliament of 
Man will begin.” 


Meetings of this 
kind have already been 
arranged all] _ over 
the world,  includiny 
France, Tibet, Japan, 
Germany, Greece, Lon- 
don, Italy, Belgium, 
the Gold Coast and 
many other places. 


“ By demanding par- 


ticipation on the 
Peoples’ World  As- 
sembly, all subject 


peoples of the world 
will speed their eman- 
cipation. Because if 
they attain a direct 
voice in the Peoples’ 
World Assembly, their 
demand for a voice in 
their home affairs can 
hardly be rejected. 
This campaign is 
therefore more than » 
measure for peace or 
the prevention of 
war.” \ 


Anyone interested in 
going to Geneva or 
in the movement intself 
are encouraged to com- 
municate with the 
Secretary (Gerry 
Kraus) at the Palais 
Wilson, Geneva. 
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Thirty-two years 


First Pessimist: “I’m glad it’s over. 
been a terrible time. 
next war will be like.” 

Second Pessimist: 
peace !” 


ago 


PESSIMIST — OR PROPHET? 


from 


“Punch” November 18, [918 
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Freedom for whom ana 


at whose 


By BERNARD LLEWELLYN 


EARLY three and a half centuries ago Machiavelli included this note 

of warning in his advice to the ruler who wished to succeed: 

“ However strong you may be iin respect of your army, it is essential that 
in entering a new Province you should have the goodwill of its 


inhabitants.” 


That sentence from The Prince came to 
mind as { contemplated the possible effects 
on the Korean people of the scorched earth 
policy which the United Nations forces are 
said to have employed as they retreated 
before the floodtide of the Chinese Com- 
munist armies. For the dilemma confront- 
ing these United Nations leaders who 
genuinely desire the welfare of the people 
on whose behalf this present war is being 
fought arises from the apparent impossi- 
bility of waging modern warfare in a 
country, and securing the goodwill of its 
people at the same time. 


The general public both in this country 
and in America see the conflict in a highly 
idealised form. Because of thisy they find it 
difficult to understand that, when Mr. War- 
ren Austin at Lake Success talks of not 
giving up “our settled purpose to make 
Korea free and independent,” the whole 
world cannot see the struggle in the same 
light. 


In the latter part of the 18th century, 
Rousseau attacked the tradespeople for 
their lack of patriotism. He suspected 
them of preferring peace to liberty; forget- 
ting that in times of peace they were most 
free. 


Our spokesman are inclined to forget that 
only individuals can possess freedom; and 
that the utter havoc and destruction now 
wasting Korea are taking away from in- 
numerable peasants more specific freedoms 
than they would have lost under a ruthless 
and authoritarian Communism. We might 
feel less free if Korea were Communised; 
but would the Korean peasants ? 


The problem of our times is that of making 
freedom a reality even in that half of the 
world whose orators are so assiduous on its 
behalf. For the freedom that is more than 
o word consists of specific freedoms— 


_ among the most obvious of which are the 


right to life and the right to such happiness 
as you can gain from it. 


io % 


It seems to me that whoever secures the 
tangible, meaningful, specific freedoms for 
which the present war is being fought, the 
Koreans themselves are not the most likely 
gainers. Those who have lost homes, crops, 
treasures, livelihood; who have been herded 
into camps or left to wander desolate across 
a blighted landscape with all hope torn 
from their hearts—if such as these have 
gained freedom, the word has an evil sound. 


We must not delude ourselves that by 
waging war—even if that war was neces- 


‘sary in the light of such moral standards as 


we have managed to preserve—we are con- 
tributing to the freedom of the, Koreans to 


‘find life and happiness. 


Yet we may have contributed—assum- 
ing that the United Nations forces finally 
win in Korea and do so without setting off 
& world-wide conflagration—to our own 
freedom from the fear of war. I don’t say 
we shall have done; but it is certainly 
possible that people in the Western World 
may feel freer. The man in a mid-West 
drug-store may have a sense that his own 
freedom is a little more secure. 


But such would be a tragedy; for on such 
an assumption the peoples of the demo- 
cratic world would have acquired an addi- 
tional temporary freedom at the expense of 
those in Korea on whose behalf the struggle 
was ostensibly joined. 


When freedom is won on a modern 
battlefield it is always at someone’s expense. 
Whether such an exchange of freedoms 
between human beings who are the children 
of the same Father is desirable or not, it 


ean scarcely be assumed that we and the 
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Emrys Hughes, M.P. 


writes every week In 
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Americans are unprejudiced judges in the 
matter. 


Today the military strategists are coming 
into their own to tell us what can be 
defended, where we must withdraw, and 
where we must on no account yield. We 
are moving from the pretence of action 
based on “moral” judgments to realists 
appraisals of strategic situations. The 
action that is militarily possible is the only 
kind of action in which we can afford to 
get morally entangled. 


To the strategist, other countries and 
other peoples are means to his victory. 
German rearmament is not being advocated 
because anyone thinks it will be a good 
thing for the Germans; but because it is 
thought to be a contribution to politico- 
military strategy. The long since departed 
Clausewitz is not forgotten. 


This is why some of us in the West are 
wondering if the real battle is already lost. 
For in so far as the democratic world is 
stronger than the Communist world, it is 
by reason of the moral beliefs which but- 
tress its way of life. 


expense ? 


Those moral beliefs (such as they are) | 
cannot survive in national life if they are | 
used not to direct policy but merely to 
adorn the speeches of statesmen. If the 
battle is one for sheer physical survival, 
let our readers say so frankly; and those 
who put physical survival above all else 
will go willingly to their deaths. 


_If, on the other hand, it is for the sur- 
vival of all those freedoms without which 
we do not want to go on living, then we 
must renounce the violence which pays lip- 
service to the very qualities it destroys for 
untold millions. 


We cannot put the flame of fr¢edom 
under a bushel while the military men take 
over, That is a sure way to lose it for 
others; even if by some miracle we pre- 
served a spark or two for ourselves. 


KEYS, REDS, AND 


LITTLE 


By 


Qube CNS have recently been 

asked in the House of Com- 
mons about the shortage of keys 
for opening tins of sardines. 


Had the Minister, one indignant MP wan- 
ted to know, ever tried opening a sardine 
tin without a key ? And the Minister 
suavely replied that in his family they 
had been prudent enough to keep a few 
keys from the time when they were 
plentiful. 


Subsequent correspondence in the Press has 
suggested a number of methods of open- 
ing sardine ting without keys, including 
the use of pliers, turning the tin upside- 
down and using a tin-opener, and the ju- 
\Wiclous -application of suitable quanti- 
ties of gelignite. 

All this may seem just another of those 
sad chapters in the contemporary British 
story—a story of an impoverished nation 
whose starving pecple constantly com- 
plain either about the absence of food or 
about its inaccessibility when present, all 
because we can’t afford both tins of sar- 
dines and keys. 


This, at any rate, was doubtless the im- 
pression that the MP who raised the mat- 
ter wished to give. 


But we who read all the best newspapers 
know better. We have enough informa- 
tion about this matter to put those sar- 
dines on toast. And we hope that MI5 
has already arrested the MP in question 
and is investigating the political back- 
ground of those who have publicly sup- 
ported him or have revealed their skill 
in opening sardine tins by unorthodox 
methods. 


For the Daily Express of Nov, 30, 1950, con- 
tained the following item of news: 
“Secret agents have discovered that 
Communists are smuggling instruc- 
tions on sabotage into America in sar- 
dine tins. The instructions are further 
disguised by being concealed belween 
the covers of a pamphlet entitled, 
‘Official Football Rules.’ And _ the 
agents are mystified by the fact that 
they are printed in Spanish.” 
Sardine tin keys have been a thing of the 
past in Britain for some time now. It is, 


A story for the young — with a moral for the old 


THE BLACK PIG WITH A 


BLUE 


Doris Watson was told this storyaa a 


TAIL 


little girl in a Sunday school. Because she 


believes it is as significant today, she is retelling the story this Christmas especially 
for Peace News readers and their children. 


NCE upon a time, for that is 


how all good stories begin, 
there lived two Kings whose coun- 
tries adjourned. 


They were both very splendid Kings, each 
having a fine long beard and beautifully 
curled hair. Their robes were richly em- 
broidered_in gold and sewn with jewels, so 
that whenever they moved their robes 
glittered and shone. 

The people of these two countries loved 
their Kings, for they were kind and just and 
ruled their lands fairly. Fach King had 
many soldiers and horses, and each soldier 
had a suit of shining armour to protect 
him when in battle. Only there were hardly 
ever any battles, and the soldiers got tired 
of polishing their armour every day. 

The ‘horses, too, became restive, and grew 
fat, because they were never ridden very 
hard or for very tong. 

Soon the people of each country who 
worked in the fields and workshops began 
to say to one another: 

“Why do we have so many soldiers and 
horses when they never go to war? Would 
it not be better for everybody if they 
helped to till the soil and earned their 
keep? ” 

When the Ministers of each country 
heard what the people were saying they 
were disturbed in their minds. They 
thought the people would soon want them 
to earn their own bread by _ laborious 
methods, which was unthinkable. 

“We must get a war started soon,” 
they said. 

So the Ministers and wise men of each 
land got together and thought up a plan to 


start a war. 


Not many days after this one of the two 
Kings received a letter from the other 
King which immediately threw him into a 
terrible rage. 

“T have been insulted,” he screamed; 
“bring me my Chief Minister that he may 
advise me what to do.” 

When the Chief Minister arrived he was 
very upset. 

“Your Majesty, whatever has happened? 
You look so distressed. Can I help? ” 

“Here, read this letter the impudent 
King over the border has sent me,” replied 
the King. 

The Minister took the letter, which said: 

Dear King, ; 

Send me a black pig with a blue tail, 

or else... 

Well now, was not that enough to pro- 


voke any King? It was a threat, “Or 
else . . .” or else what? No King in his 
right mind could ignore a threat like that 
and retain his dignity. Something had to 
be done. A counter threat must be made, 
just to let the impudent King see you were 
not to be intimidated. Send him a letter, 
matched in threatenings with his own. 

So councilled the Ministers to their out- 
raged King. 

“Bring me writing materials, that I, 
too, may send a note,” commanded the 
insulted King. 

Rapidly the letter was written and 
dispatched by special messenger. 

The second letter threw the other King 
into a much fiercer rage than the first 


King had ever been. It said: 
Dear King, 
I have no pig with a blue tail, but if 
Thad... 
“Tve been insulted, bring out the 


the soldiers, we'll go to war. I'll make that 
King sorry he was ever rude to me.” 

In each country people cried: “ Our King 
has been insulted, our King has_ been 


insulted.” 


Very soon there was a terrible battle in 
which many soldiers of both sides were 
slain. Each King rode at the head of his 
army, becoming more furious with each 
casualty. 

Suddenly the two Kings came face to 
face. Their spears were upraised to kill 
each other. 

“Stop!” called out the first-to-be-insulted 
King. ‘ Before I kill you, tell me what 
you meant by sending me an impudent 
letter, bidding me to send you a black pig 
with a blue tail, or else... . Or else what?” 

“Or else any other pig you had to spare, 
that was all,” replied the other King. ‘But 
you, what did you mean by saying you had 
no pig with a blue tail, but if you had... ? 
I suppose you meant, if you had you would 
take good care to see I didn’t get it, eh? ” 

“No indeed, that was not what I meant 
at all. I merely meant to say I had not the 
type of pig you wanted, but if I had, you 
most certainly should have had it.’ 

“Was that all? And we have gone to 
battle and lost all our soldiers over so 
stuvid a mistake. How tragic! Let us 
call the whole thing off and go home.” 

So they went home and ordered that all 
the remaining soldiers and their horses 
should begin work in the fields and that 
their swords were to be melted into 
ploughshares lest they ever again be 
tempted to slay each other... . : 

And so, as in all good stories, they lived 
happy ever after. 


FISHES 


Cyril Hughes 


to say the least of it, odd that certam 
people should develop a sudden passion 
for opening sardine tins immediately 
after the Daily Express printed this 
news from America. It seems to us thé 
clearest lead that MI5 has yet had con- 
cerning the identity of thcse who form 
the spearhead of the Red menace m 
Britain. Henceforth, any purchaser of 
sardines is suspect. Good patriots wil 
stick to kippers. 


* 


IN America, of course, the trail is more 

confused. Why, for instance, were the 
sabotage instructions concealed in a pam- 
phlet on “ Official Football Rules" ? Fore 
tunately, we have been able to consult 
our favourite American detective, a well- 
known DA* who frequently figures in the 
type of “ whodunnit * which leaves the 
reader happily hazy about who has done 
which, with what and to whom ? 


He was seated at his great mahogany desk | 


a pipe between his clenched teeth, while 
his beautiful, blonde secretary, Bella, ad- 
mired him from an adjoining chair. “ The 
first thing we've gotta learn,” he was 
saying, “1s not to under-rate the enemy- 


Gee, chief,” said Bella, pencil poised 

above her pad; “that’s some deduction. 

‘How did you arrive at that, chief?” 
DA 


Never mind that now,” said the 
modestly: “Take this concealing of the 
sabotage handout in the football rules: 
We've been foolishly assuming that R 
agents would look like Red agents. Wé 
never thought they could be part of th® 
Great American Tradition of football 
baseball and chewing-gum. This business 
proves that nobody is safe. The ones We 
never suspected before, the most inn0- 
cent-looking, are the most dangerous 
You know what I’m gonna do?” 


Bella leaned forward, holding her breath. 
She held it until it was of no furthér usé 
to her, then let it go. The DA was dial- 
ling the Sheriff’s office. 


“What, chief?” whispered Bella. “ What 
you gonna do?” 


The DAs face was strained as he spoke into 
the ’phone. 


“ That you, Sherriff ?” he asked. “DA here- 
I want you to arrest the whole of the 
Yale and Harvard football teams on sus- 
picion. Yeah, even the cheer-leaders.” He 
put the receiver down slowly. 


And what,” we asked, to relieve the ten- 
sion, “would you say is the significance 
of the fact that the sabotage instructions 
are in Spanish?” 

“Oh that,” said the DA, his intelligent fea- 
tures relaxing, “is easy. It'd be just too 
obvious to print the instructions in Rus- 
sian, wouldn’t it?” 

But it’s gonna be a big job,” continued the 
DA, pensively. “From now on, every 
American citizen who understands Span- 
ish, plays football and eats sardines ha$ 
gotta be grilled.” 


“ 


“ 


“c 


* 


QUINCE this interview the DA’s investig®” 
tions have progressed considerably: 
and we are now in a position to give firs® 
publication to his conclusions, which B5¢ 
to put it mildly, sensational. 


His most startling revelation is that of th® 
identity of the master-mind behind the — 
whole business. True to type, it turn?” 
out to be the most unlikely suspect. 


The DA set out to find whose policy had 
given most encouragement to the sprea@ 
of Communism in the Far East, and thé 
rest was pure logic. The villain of the 
piece, apparently, is a man by the nal 
of MacArthur, who was once regarded; #7 
cleverly has he concealed his real roler 
as a candidate for the American Pre?! 

dency, but who is soon to be rewarded 17” 

his services to Communism by appoint 

ment to the post of Deputy-Premier 
the USSR. ; 


All this is unofficial for the presents a 
course, but we confidently await confirm™® ~ 
tion. 


*% 


N[EANWHILE, another Communist 
ig suspected in connection with ano 
type of canned focd. Readers may 
member a great deal of newspaper 
citement about a cargo of Russian c4 or. 
erab that was shipped to and fro ache” 
the Atlantic. 
conducted, we understand, under otf 
ditions of great precaution and 8 
into the actual contents of this COM. tj. 
ment. Back - room boys were ornese 
puzzled and perturbed, on opening «og | 
tins of crab, to find that they conta r 
sinisterly enough, crab! 


we 
inet 
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* For the guidance of less erudi 
this 


| RENOUNCE WARAND | WILS NEVER: 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHE® 
This pledge, signed by each member, !8 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St 
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Britain and the USSR 


NR. PARKER seems to me to be in a 
™ muddle. Nobody suggested that “the 
War problem can be solved within the 
tamework of the present society.”— 


I was suggesting that war can be post- 


"Poned, and the modification of society 

‘begun, by the same _ method, * namely 
certain @pplied social psychiatry. I never des- 
passion "Stibed the Russian Government as well- 
ediately “#djusted. Russia has had more than its 
i this share of psychopathic regimes, but the 
ug the evidence suggests that its public remains 
ad cons tolerably social in spite of them. There is 
io form NO evidence there of the kind of general 
lace in Psychopathy which existed in the urban 
iaser of Germany of the 1930’s, far outside the 
tsa Tuling groups. 


Nobody, moreover, expects governments 
to “act rationaily,” but I see no issue of 
Principle which should prevent us from 
itltempting by pressure to restrain some of 

€ir more dangerous activities—surely Mr. 
Parker would attempt to apply such pres- 
Sure to deter a Government from using the 
Atomic bomb, for example? 


International psychiatry, finally, can 
Under no circumstances, I believe, be suc- 
“essfully “sponsored by Governments.” 
It depends today on two types of activity— 
Yesearch and the dissemination of scientific 
Undings to the general public, and actions 
by that public (“direct action” in revo- 
lutionary parlance) designed to reduce 
tension, limit the psychopathic activities 
tego oveTnments, and dissipate international 

Yr. 


A successful public protest against the 
More dangerous types of irrationality here 
4nd in America would have a therapeutic 
€ffect both on the Russian public and on its 
leaders, psychopathic or not, if the ex- 
Perience gained in other fields of inter- 
Personal and intergroup psychiatry has any 
Meaning. If the irrational forces which 
Maintain coercive authority in all its forms 
“te as research suggests, then they are 


stand 
for? 


“T renounce war and I will never 
Support or sandction another.” 
It is on the basis of this 
Pledge that the fellowship of the 
Peace Pledge Union is built. 


_The PPU stands for the rejec- 
Jon of war. It believes that 
Negotiation is the only construc- 


accessible to the same therapeutic approach 
whieh works with individuals. 

As citizens of a country whose admini- 
stration can be successfully * pushed” by 
the public, at least negatively, we have a 


large responsibility. 
ALEX COMFORT 
20 Honor Oak Road, 
London, S.E.23. 


What kind of propaganda ? 


IT AM concerned that Peace News should 

devote so much space, especially on the 
front page, to anti-civil defence 
propaganda. 

I consider this a mistake for the follow- 

ing reasons: 

(1) Pacifists often say that great arma- 
ments lead to war. In that case we 
consider that war is probable on a 
world scale now. In such a situation 
should not the Government prepare to 
do the little that it can do to save life, 
however inadequate that little may be? 
if they lead us into war, I regard it as 
their duty to provide Civil Defence, if 
by that means even a few lives may be 
saved. 

(2) Trust in civil defence in my opinion 
plays a very small part in bringing 
people to support war. To show them 
that civil defence will be ineffectual 
will not make them pacifists. 


(3) Anti-civil defence propaganda is in 
part an appeal to fear; certainly, see- 
ing that the nation shows little likeli- 
hood of becoming pacifist, it encourages 
fear. Fear will not produce the spirit 
that is needed today—confidence, 
courage, resolution, “trust in God,” if 
war and tyranny are to be overcome. 


I do not suggest that all pacifists should 
join the Civil Defence: I am not thinking 
of joining it myself. Nor do I suggest that 
we should refrain altogether from pointing 
out the comparative futility of such pre- 
cautions. But I do not think that, in the 
presentation of our pacifist case, good comes 
from laying constant emphasis on their 


complete futility. 
PATRICK FIGGIS 
25 Uphill Read, 
London, N.W.7, 


Americans look to England 


ERE are extracts from an American’s 
letter, written to me Sep. 12. Between 
the lines one sees the methods of the totali- 
tarian State out there, as in the passage I 
underline and in the tone of hopelessness at 
being able, themselves, to do much against 


opinion must voice its opposition to war | 


if the politicians are to follow suit and 


learn sense. 
FRANCOISE DELISLE 


62 Friern Park, 
North Finchley, N.12. 


The roots of war 


ROM time to time there appears in the 

columns of Peace News some hint that 
the roots of War go deep down in the social 
order of our civilisation, but on the whole 
a disinterested outsider would get_the im- 
pression that the paper represents the 
views of a body of people whose approach 
to Peace is as superficial as those who sup- 
ported the recent Peace Congress. 


Any attempt to canalise the inherent dis- 
taste for War in most people should be with 
a view to altering the whole structure and 
basis of our modern society, which cannot 
be transformed by any pacifist or Christian 
values, only entirely replaced by a just, 
non-usurious non-mechanistic one. 


To attempt to canalise this distaste for 
political action which would further the 
aims and objectives of Communism seems 
to be utterly immoral, for although as 
pacifists we can do nothing to support our 
native land when it embarks” on 
imperialistic or military adventures, neither 
can we support the aggressive policies of 
either the USA or the USSR. 


This does not mean that in the present 
tragic situation we are forced to remain 
inactive as conditions worsen. Rather 
should we welcome it as an opportunity to 
intensify our efforts to create a Peaceful 
Society. 


For that reason it is to be hoped that 
every effort will be made to support the 
Social Order Commission in its attempt 
to hold conferences in the North and West 
of England by those who have, to some 
extent, broken. their ties with the existing 
order of things and struck out into some 
field of activity where usury, coercion, com- 
petition, efficiency, increased potential and 
all other unworthy features of our society 
have been replaced by love of craft, willing- 
ness to product by ones own physical effort 
and joy in honest labour done. 


Despite the splendid witness of the Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation and the present 
propaganda activities of the PPU, there is 
a tremendous gap which the Social Order 
Commission must try to bridge. 

ALAN MISTER 
The Broomyard, 
Forest Row, 
Sussex, 


Parliamentary world order 


December 22, 1950, PEACE NEWS—3 


Up and doing ! 
GREETINGS 


TINHE most fitting “up” for this 

week’s circulation panel is un- 
doubtedly related to your feet and the 
Yuletide mantlepiece. 


And “ doing” may well be doing 
yourself a little well-earned good for 
the splendid support you have given 
PN this year. 

Sincere and comradely greetings to 
all PN readers from the PN Circulation 
and Office Staff. May you know that 
spirit of joy and peace this Christmas- 
tide that will sustain and strengthen 
our work together in 1951. 


A Very Merry Season to You. 
H.F.M. 
Circulation last week, 13,750. Sold out. 
Te 


membership of all vtner political parties, so 
important do we think the diflerence be- 


aod! the WPP and the existing parties to 
e. 


Mr. Roberts does not seem to have noticed 
that the foreign policy of the Labour and 
Tory Parties makes no mention whatever 
of the aim of winning the people to the 
ideal of world citizenship under a central, 
supreme governing parliament, On the 
contrary; they make it quite clear that 
their foreign policy is one of maintaining 
and encouraging the formation of new na- 
tions within an international system of 
world order. 


_Mr. Usborne, Mr. Churchill and other in- 
dividuals may say what they please in their 
private capacities—the fact remains that 
when they are speaking for their party 
they are compelled to support the party 
policy of internationalism. Neither are 
they compelled to remain members of these 
parties which are officially committed to a 
policy of internationalism. If they are very 
keen to achieve world order through the 
establishment of a world law by means of 
a world parliamentary authority, then they 
should be prepared to regard their secon- 
dary differences on such things as economic 
policy, and so on, as comparatively trifling. 
This would naturally lead them to resign 
from the parties they are now in and join 
forces to seek the realisation of the greater, 
common aim. This is the way to unity for 
a tolerable, peaceful world. 


E. G. MACFARLANE 


Organising Secretary, 
The World Parliament Party. 
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6—PEACE NEWS, December 22, 1950 


It’s time U.N. took a 


holiday from war 


REY: LEWIS MACLACHLAN, Editor of 
‘Reconciliation, the journal of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, speaking at 
Harrow recently, urged the Western nations 
to be “less tough,” and to begin negotia- 
tions with Russia. : 

“We don’t want war just because of the 
impatience of a few statesmen,” he said. 
“Let us be readier to listen to the other 
side.” , 

He criticised many Western nations, 
America in particular for their continued 
support of Chiang Kai-shek. “ Millions of 
people are shocked,” he said, “ at this atti- 
tude to a man who has lost the confidence 
of the Chinese nation.” i 

He had been told by many serious 
students of the situation that much suf- 
fering would have been avoided if America 
had taken a different attitude. Britain had 
given her support to the new China, but 
she had not been loud enough in her 
acclamation. 


The impact of Communism 
Rev. Maclachlan said Communism could 


only by a general improvement in economic 
conditions. . ; 

“Tt is time the United Nations took a 
holiday from war preparations,” he declared, 
“and concentrated on food and its distribu- 
tion throughout the world on an equal level. 

“Y should be unreasonable if I were de- 
prived of two-thirds of my food, of my 
clothes and my house; if I was in the posi- 
tion of the Chinese people, I should be much 
readier to accept Communism. 

“Who wouldn’t.be ?” he asked. 

The present situation was not only 
serious, the speaker said, but it was diffi- 
cult. It had been created by a great many 
factors, many of them mistakes of the past. 
But he thought there was a way out. 

Rey. Maclachlan, who is minister of 
Crouch Hill Prestbyterian Church, was 
speaking on “The Christian Alternative to 
War” at a meeting arranged by the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. The second speaker 
was Rev. R. C. Wood, chairman of the FoR 
Executive Committee. 


Peace News will be published at the 
usual time next week, but the Christmas 
holidays make it necessary to reduce the 
rumber of pages to six. It will contain 
an exclusive report from Hubert Butler, the 
well-known student of Balkan affairs who 
has recently returned from Yugoslavia 
after visiting the imprisoned Archbishop 
Stepinac and interviewing the judge who 
sentenced him. 


U.N. should climb down 


(Continued from page one) 


not now a major problem to the Govern- 


ment. 
{t should be noted that Dr. Purcell 
was in London last week for the purpose 
of recording a talk for the BBC Third 


Programme. 


Soldier, poet, and authority on Oriental 
literature and history. Dr. Purcell’s ex- 
perience began when at the age of 25, after 
«@ distinguished Cambridge record, e 
gtudied Chinese in Canton, where he held 


Colonel of the Green Howards in, the 
Second War, in 1945 he was appointed 
incipal. Adviser on Chinese affaira to the 
ritish Military Administraton in Malaya. 
In 1946 he was Consultant to the UN at 
Lake Success and Secretary to the 12 
Nations Working Group on Asia and the 
Far East, and later to the Economie Com- 
mission of the Far East. d 
He has published many books on the poli- 
tical, economic and cultural problems of 
the East as well as on Chinese literature. 
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‘SHOE REPAIRS? 


The Silver Circle Guild is a non 

profit: making organization whose 
|| mgmbers pledge themselves to use good 

materials and to offer a high standard 
of craftsmanship at a just price. 

Membership is granted only to 
thoroughly competent shoemen. The 
Guild's sole object is to provide and 
maintain a high standard of shoe 
-service to the public, Where the Silver 
Circle Sign is displayed a good shoe 
repair is guaranteed, This is assured 
by the member and by the Guild. The 
Guild will, if it is ever necessary and 
without cost, have the repair re-done 
te the satisfaction of the customer. 

Take your.shoe repairs to the shop 
displaying the Silver Circle Sign. 


THE SILVER CIRCLE GUILD 


95 Rushton Road, Desborough, 
~ . Northants. 


Consultations by nppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
; Natural Therapeutics 


21 - Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, by 
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AT THE CO. 


TRIBUNALS 


Last week Peace News asked two young conscientious 

objectors to report on Tribunals at London and Bristol. 

Both returned convinced of the need for greater efforts to 

make the existence of the CO clause in the National Service 

Act and the work of the Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors more widely known. 


EXEMPTION FOR 
COMMUNIST 


By ROBERT DARBY, who joined the edi- 

torial staff of Peace News last month, after 

completing his period of alternative service 
as a CO. 


MEMBER of the Young Com- 

munist League, John Harvey, 
was given exemption from National 
Service at the London Local Tribunal 
for Conscientious Objectors last 
Friday on the condition he continued 
his apprenticeship as a carpenter. 


He told the chairman of the Tribunal, 
Sir Gerald Hargreaves, that he would take 
up arms in no circumstances—neither to 
defeat capitalism nor to defend Commun- 
ism. The last three-and-a-half years, in 
which he had been a member of the Young 
Communist League, had been devoted to 
peace. 


“The working-class of the world want 
peace, not war, and I will not take up 
arms against them,” he said. 


Others of the sixteen young men who 
came before the Tribunal included two 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, members of the Ply- 
mouth Brethren, the Order of the Cross, 
the Socialist Party of Great Britain, and 
the Salvation Army. 


Unaware he could register as a CO 


Among those given conditional exemption 
was Roy Walker, an apprentice carpenter. 


He said that when he registered he 
was unaware of a provision for conscien- 
tious objectors; but when he was later 
told of this he had his name transferred 
to the register of COs. 


He said a notice of the right to register 
as a CO should be displayed clearly in all 
labour exchanges. 

Walker told the Tribunal his home was 
destroyed by a flying bomb in the war, and 
that two neighbours were killed. His plea 
of a humanitarian objection to military 
service was supported by four letters. 

A. former RAF flying cadet spoke as a 
witness. 


Graduate refused exemption 


Many young men are refused exemption 
because they do not appear to have made 
a determined enough attempt to study the 
arguments for and- against pacifism; and 
because, in fact, they are unable to explain 
to the Tribunal their explicit objection to 
military service. 

'rhis was tne case of Christopher Brown, 

a Cambridge graduate. He was not 

granted exemption, despite the  testi- 

monial of a doctor “deeply opposed to 
pacifism,” because he was unable to ex- 
press in words to the Tribunal the 
grounds of his objection. ‘ 

His father said his family had always 
been deeply concerned with the moral at- 
titude to war; that he, himself, had adopted 
a pacifist outlook between the wars; and 
that his elder son was unconditionally re- 
gistered as a CO in 1943. 

He thought his younger son objected to 
being involved in a military organisation, 
the existence of which he believed to be the 
cause of war. 

Christopher Brown attended an American 
Friends school during the war; and the 
Tribunal was told he had been provisionally 
accepted as a member of the Friends Am- 
bulance Unit. : 

Sir Gerald Hargreaves said the appli- 
cant had not thought deeply enough 
about the subject; and although closely 
connected with the Society of Friends, 
was unaware of their objection to war. 
He should study his position more closely 
before going to the Appellate Tribunal, 
he said. 


FOOTNOTE: Of the 12 cases heard by the 
Tribunal in the morning, not one men- 
tioned, or seemed to be aware of, either 
the: Peace Pledge Union or the Central 
Board for Conscientious Objectors. If 
some applicants had received help from 
« pacifist body, it is probable they would 
have been more capable of explaining 
their objections to the Tribunal. 


Singapore riots protest 

In a letter to the Times about the riots 
that have broken out in Singapore, 
Mohamed Sopiee writes: “There are 
genuine causes for discontent, and they 
must be gone into by His Majesty’s 
Government if the affair is to be prevented 
from becoming a major political issue 
which can completely disrupt what is left 
of the good relations existing between 
Britain and the peoples of Malaya.” , 

The riots broke out after a girl’s Muslim 
marriage had been declared invalid by a 
court and she had been forcibly taken to a 
Roman Catholic convent. 


An appeal to the British Government to 
“take the initiative in a new effort to 
reach an understanding with the Soviet 
Union and associated governments’ has 
been issued by the London Union of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 38 Gordon 
Square, W.C.1., and sent to all its members 
to sign and give to their MPs. 
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Three must do 
C.D. work 


By ROY HARRIS, who himself appeared 
before the Bristol Tribunal in 1949. 


TPHREE young men were exempted from 

military service at the Loca] Tribunal, 
Bristol, on Dec. 12, on the condition they 
joined the local Civil Defence organisation. 
Three others were registered for non- 


combatant duties, and one case was dis- | 


missed. 


The Tribunal of five members was pre- 
sided over by Judge Wethered. 


The familiar, ‘ armed-burglar” ques- 
tions caused confusion in the minds of some 
applicants, and provoked the Chairman to 
remark that applicants had not clearly 


thought out their cases—a comment which | 


was not unjustified. 
How to survive battle of wits 


This applied especially to applicants who 
based their cases on other than religious 
grounds, and who had no older person to 
speak for them. Unless he is supremely 
assured, the young CO will, in’ such in- 
stances, find it. difficult to survive in the 
battle of wits that inevitably ensues. 


The impercance of young COs going to 
the Tribunai with their cases carefully 
prepared cannot be over-emphasised. 


A member of a religious pacifist body 
appears to stand a greater chance of exemp- 
tion than others! In two cases at Bristol 
where the applicant was a member of such 
a body, exemption was granted without 
question, beyond establishing the applicants 
membership of the particular sect. 


Questioning G. Amstead, a _ candidate 
for ordination in the Church of England, 
the Chairman pointed out that the Church 
of England as a whole did not share the 
applicant’s pacifist views. He said “ trust- 
ing in God in backing a righteous cause, is 
an intelligible — proposition,” | whereas, 
“preaching the Gospel is no use against 
Russian armies who do not believe in it.” 


Your correspondent considers this an 
attitude which does not strike one as being 
very different from ‘“ God is on the side 
of the big battalions.” The Russians were 
referred to as “ fanatics,” intent upon the 
complete destruction of the Western world. 


Korea showed futility of war 


_ The case of L . Potter was rather unusual 
in that he had stated his objection to mili- 
tary service after submitting to a 
medical examination for the Armed Forces. 


_ The applicant said that the situation 

in Korea had brought home to him the 

futility of war as a means of settling 

international differences. 

“But war has been a great success,” 
objected the Chairman, and referred to the 
defeat of Germany by military force. 


In subsequent discussion the applicant, 
whose case was ultimately rejected, re- 
ferred to the way in which our colonies had 
been oppressed in the past by British 
Imperialism—particularly under pre-war 
Tory governments. 


This latter remark caused consternation 
among the members of the Tribunal and 
provoked an indignant denial from the 
Chairman, who said that this country’s 
Imperial record was one to be proud of. 


He apparently could not recall the words 
of a recently retired local Member of 
Parliament, Sir Stafford Cripps, who said 
at Bristol in 1935: “ You have only to look 
at the pages of British Imperial History 
Be a Nigel head in shame that you are 

itish. 


The Chairman went on to comment upon 
the applicant's deplorable knowledge of his- 
tory. He said, “Every war we have en- 
gaged in was thrust upon us,”—a state- 
ment which even the most superficial world 
historian would find difficult to accept. 


Home news in brief | 


BRITISH NEUTRALITY in the event of 
_ & war between Russia and America, 
is the policy advocated by the Neutrality 
Referendum League, sponsored by the 
Commonwealth Party, the Independent 
Labour Party and the Peace Pledge 


Union, and launched 
meeting ,in Liverpool. 


recently at a 


A carol] party to sing outside Wormwood 
Scrubs Prison, where there are seven 
COs this Christmas, was planned for last 
Wednesday. 


Stuart Morris, Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union, and one of the National 
Peace Council’s deputation to Yugo- 
slavia, recently told a Northampton 
audience that Yugoslavia might easily 
play an important part in world peace. 
“Tf Yugoslavia can retain her indepen- 
dence this winter,” he said, “she may be 
pea form a bridge between East and 

est. 
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1 know there is a great deal of anztelgy) o. 
about the atomic bomb .. . there 18 
ground whatever for any apprehensi 
that this weapon would be used wanton 
or lightly . .. the heavy responsibilitt 
as to its use, rests... in the hands? 
men who share to the full the humam™ 
feelings which have been expressed i 82q 
many messages to me from men al 
women on both sides of the Atlantic. 
—Clement Attlee, Prime Ministel ) 
Dec. 17, 1950. 


... they saw the young Child with Maw 
His mother, and fell down, and worshipP 
Him: and when they had opened thé 
treasures, they presented unto Ht 
Gif tenor. 
—St. Matthew HI, 11. 


"PuHE bringing of the gifts by the ad 
men, the worship of the Baby who My 
been born to establish goodwill and 
among men upon earth is 2 story so We 
known, that those who, this » week-em 
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decorate their Christmas trees, fill” the Uni 

childrens’ stockings, and join in fam® Britain a 

celebrations and friendly re-unions W? inist 4 
There ¢# Sters 


perhaps, not even remember it. 
be no doubt that they would be very $ 
prised and, probably aghast, to know Us 


decided - 
rman ¢ 


millions of people in the world today hay 
no belief in the goodwill, kindness 4 
humanity of the so-called Christ? 
countries. be 
lt was, after all, the Christian countré 
who, boasting of their superiority over ™ 
“coloured”? races and the “ colonia, 
people, made the decision to use the 9. 
covery of atomic energy for the purpose © 
wholesale destruction; it was these Say 
“humane” people, in whom Mr. Attl@} 
would appear to put his trust, who pro# 
tuted the discoveries of science for the PUL 
pose of killing, mutilating and buralll 
alive hundreds of thousands of  innoce 
human beings in Hiroshima and,Nagas@® 
justifying the acti in the name 
humanity and peace. ) Staff work 


Mr, Attlee’s ill-chosen words. pen the ea 


Mr. Attlee’s words of reassurance seth § 
to be singularly ill-chosen when it is reme? i 
bered (and it can hardly be forgotten) that 
the present vast stockpile of atom bombs4 
in the hands of men, whose “ humane 
feelings did nothing to prevent its use wht! 
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the circumstances appeared to them "3 — wea 
justify it. , , today th 
Britishers today are horrified at * financed 


idea of precipitating in any way an atom 
war, but there is no record of any mé 
protest when the bomb was first used, i 

of any support for the Russian proposal #4)” 
the Atomic Control Council that stockpl 


sinews , 
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quests, 
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should be destroyed before setting up “Nere are 
international control of utomic energy: Selans whe 
fact Mr. Churchill’s belief that it 16 29) in Weste: 


deterrent to Russian aggression has beet 
least by implication, supported in t 


rent to a ruthless war—tought in a coun! 
not our own—involving a “scorched ear 
policy on land and homes’ belonging 

people whose only crime is that their We & - Kast ’ 
and their homes he in the way of adva 

and retreating’ armies. 


When they threw down their arm? 


Unlike the fields of France in 1914 
racks and hills of Korea will not see a true 
on the day which Christians celebrate 
memory of the Prince of Peace; the hey 
less, homeless Koreans trailing in the W™ vy 
of the battles which have destroyed 
livelihood, their houses, their farms, 4 ae 
animals, and bereft them of their Weg) 
ones, hungry, cold and forsaken, will h 
be roused to sentimenta] remembran 
Christmas Day, as were the Germans, Wy 
they threw down their arms and camé © 
of their trenches, to shake hands and 8 
songs with the British soldiers on the % 
side of “‘no man’s land.” “ae 

It is well to remember that the wise a) 
after they had poured out the gold, framhay 
cense and myrrh in worship of the © ia 
who symbolised the new reign of love 
peace, did not return, as ordered, to B&™ag 
because they knew he intended to des 
the new creed. It is surely time 
those who celebrate Christmas Day 8" 
also turn their backs upon wat, 4 
makes such mockery of everythin& | 
which Christmas stands, believing; 29.4 
those wise men that good must pre 
people are brave enough to seek it. 
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PEACE © 
Compiled by L, C. Kirkham 


A selection of telling and OP of 
quotations from Christ, St P . 
Emerson, Dick Sheppard, Count B® 
dotte, Dr. Barnes, Lord Boyd Orts © 
others, with a forthright challent® 
Christian civilisation to take the 
constructive conciliation in the P 
desperate situation 
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